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Our Present Condition 

 Water in the West is an increasingly scarce and precious resource, given population growth and 
an expanding range of often competing economic and ecological demands, as well as changing social 
values.  Surface and ground water supplies in many areas are stressed, resulting in a growing number of 
conflicts among users and uses.  A secure and sustainable future is increasingly uncertain given our 
climate, aging and often inadequate water infrastructure, limited knowledge regarding available supplies 
and existing and future needs and uses, and competing and sometimes un-defined or ill-defined water 
rights.  Effectively addressing these challenges will require a collaborative, cooperative effort among 
states and stakeholders that transcends political and geographic boundaries. 

Our Vision 

• State primacy is fundamental to a sustainable water future.  Water planning, policy, 
development, protection, and management must recognize, defer to, and support state laws, 
plans, and processes.  The federal government should streamline regulatory burdens and support 
implementation of state water plans and state water management. 

• Given the importance of the resource to our public health, economy, food security, and 
environment, water must be given a high public policy priority at all levels.  

• An integrated and collaborative approach to water resources management is critical to the 
environmentally sound and efficient use of our water resources.  States, tribes, and local 
communities should work together to resolve water issues.  A grassroots approach should be 
utilized in identifying problems and developing optimal solutions. 

• Any approach to water resource management and development should accommodate sustainable 
economic growth, which is enhanced by the protection and restoration of significant aquatic 
ecosystems, and will promote economic and environmental security and quality of life.  

• There must be cooperation among stakeholders at all levels and agencies of government that 
recognizes and respects national, regional, state, local and tribal differences in values related to 
water resources and that supports decision-making at the lowest practicable level. 
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