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WestFAST News

WSWC Prepares for
Summer Meetings in
Helena, Montana

As part of the WSWC’s Summer Council
Meetings, the WSWC and WestFAST are
sponsoring a pre-meeting workshop on Fed-
eral Non-Tribal Water Rights Claims, which
will be held prior July 15-16 at the Holiday
Inn Conference Center Downtown in Helena.
The purpose of the workshop is to bring to-
gether state and federal officials to discuss
ways states and federal agencies can improve
the process used to resolve federal non-tribal
water rights claims, including the possible
development of a clearinghouse of relevant
information that states and federal agencies
can use when working to address these
claims. Participants will specifically address:
(1) water issues associated with general
stream adjudications: (2) water issues associ-
ated with permitted activities on federal land;
and (3) ways to accommodate federal water
needs within state legal frameworks. This
workshop is limited to invited state and fed-
eral experts as space is restricted. The work-
shop will begin at 8:00 AM on Tuesday, July
15, and end at 11:15 AM on Wednesday,
July 16.

The other regularly scheduled council meet-
ings will begin immediately following the

' non-trial water rights claims workshop at the

same location in Helena, Montana on July
16-18, 2014. See the WSWC website for
more information about the meetings in Hel-
ena.

Representatives from the
Federal Government
Speak at WGA Gathering

The Western Governors’  Association
(WGA) held its annual meeting the week of
June 9-11 in Colorado Springs, Colorado.
The following are some highlights.

On the first day, the WGA and the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing, renewing and strengthening collab-
oration on drought and flood preparedness.
NOAA Administrator Dr. Kathryn Sulli-
van and WGA Chairman and Colorado Gov-
ernor John Hickenlooper signed the MOU.
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Interior and EPA provided keynote addresses.
Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell discussed
drought and wildfire. EPA Administrator Gina
McCarthy gave a luncheon address that fo-
cused on her agency’s recently proposed regu-
lations on carbon emissions from existing
power plants under the Clean Air Act.

Deputy Secretary of the Interior Mike Connor
participated in a roundtable discussion on wa-
ter challenges and opportunities in the West,
along with Colorado Conservation Board Di-
rector James Eklund and Southern Nevada
Water Authority General Manager John
Entsminger. They discussed water manage-
ment strategies in the context of growing de-
mands and the West’s unique hydrology. Con-
nor noted Interior’s history of working cooper-
atively with the WGA and WSWC.

The meetings also included a private, live vid-
eoconference between the governors and Pres-
ident Obama on wildfire and efforts to im-
prove forest management, including putting an
end to “fire borrowing,” in which discretionary
funding is carved out of federal agency ac-
counts to pay for unanticipated emergency
firefighting expenses.

See this link for the daily meeting summaries.

WSWC Vice Chair Goes
Before the House Subcom-
mittee on Water and Power

Pat Tyrrell of Wyoming, who serves as the
WSWC Vice Chair, testified before the House
of Representatives Subcommittee on Water
and Power on June 24, 2014.

See this link for more information.

WSWC Leader Moves
From State to Federal
Position

WSWC Chairman Phil Ward announced that
he will be leaving on June 23 to accept a posi-
tion as the Oregon State Executive Director of
USDA’s Farm Service Agency. In addition to
his WSWC position, Phil has been serving as
the Director for the Oregon Department of
Water Resources (ODWR). Thank you Phil for
your service and leadership!
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Federal News

06/02: EPA Proposes First Guidelines to Cut Carbon Pollution from
Existing Power Plants/Clean Power Plan Is Flexible Proposal to
Ensure a Healthier Environment, Spur Innovation and Strengthen
the Economy; see link.

06/02: Statement from Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz on Proposed
New EPA Rules for Existing Power Plants; see link.

06/02: Secretary Jewell Statement on EPA Clean Power Plan Pro-
posal; see link.

06/03: Requesting Information to Strengthen Partnerships; see link.
06/04: Product Highlight: Historical Observing Metadata Reposito-
ry; see link.

06/05: Reclamation in Partnership with Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service Announces $6.3 Million to Fund Projects for Im-
proved Agricultural Water Use Efficiencies in Drought-Stricken
California; see link.

06/05: U.S. Drought Monitor Update for June 3, 2014; see link.
06/06: Reclamation Selects Recipients of $1.8 Million in CALFED
Water Use Efficiency Grants; see link.

06/09: Reclamation Funds Study for Sustainable Water Manage-
ment in Oregon’s Upper Deschutes Basin; see link.

06/09: USDA Releases State by State Impacts of Limited Wildfire
Suppression In Recent Years; see link.

06/09: Interior Announces Nearly $20 Million in WaterSMART
Funding for Water and Energy Efficiency Projects and River Basin
Studies at Western Governors’ Annual Meeting; see link.

06/10: U.S. Drought Monitor Update for June 10, 2014; see link.
06/16: Reservoirs Affect the Movement of Carbon in Large Rivers
of the Central and Western United States; see link.

06/16: On the Heels of Historic Presidential Visit to Indian Country,
Secretary Jewell Announces Interior Initiatives to Support Tribal-led
Economic Development; see link.

06/17: Secretary Jewell Announces $436.9 Million in PILT Pay-
ments to Support Vital Services in Rural Communities; see link.
06/17: U.S. Drought Monitor Update for June 17, 2014; see link.
06/18: Final Forecast Confirms Uneven Water Supply for the West;
see link.

06/18: U.S. Forest Service Seeks Public Comment on a Proposed
Rule Addressing Ski Area Water Rights on Forest Service Lands;
see link.

06/18: USACE IWR-ICIWaRM Director Participates in Ecohydrol-
ogy Steering Committee Workshop for 8th Phase of UNESCO’s
International Hydrological Programme (IHP-VIII); see link.

06/19: New Climate Preparedness and Resilience Community of
Practice Established; see link.

06/20: USDA Announces Landmark Commitment to Improve Sage-
Grouse Habitat; see link.

06/24: Ivory Homes Agrees to Prevent Hundreds of Thousands of
Pounds of Sediment and Contaminated Stormwater Runoff from

Entering Utah Waterways Each Year; see link.

06/24: NOAA, Partners Predict an Average Dead Zone’ for Gulf
of Mexico; Slightly Above- Average Hypoxia in Chesapeake Bay;
see link.

06/26: BLM Finalizes Lander Resource Management Plan that
Provides for Energy Development, and Protections for Wildlife,
Cultural and Natural Resources; see link.

06/27: Federal Wildlife Agencies Finalize Policy to Improve Im-
plementation of Endangered Species Act; see link.

06/27: U.S. Forest Service Announces Support for Community
Forests; see link.

06/30: Federal Agency Leaders Meet to Celebrate 20 Years of
Native Plant Conservation and Renew MOU Commitment; see
link.

State News

06/02: Watch the Video: Western Governors' Association Remains
Committed to Policy Work on 30th Anniversary; see link.

06/09: Western Governors, NOAA Sign Agreement to Deliver
Drought, Extreme Weather Data to States; see link.

06/09: WGA Annual Meeting Day 1: President Obama, Drought
Readiness, Secretary Jewell, MOU with NOAA; see link.

06/10: WGA Annual Meeting Day 2: Governors Meet with EPA
Chief on Carbon Emissions Rule, Delve into Water and Energy
Issues; see link.

06/11: WGA Annual Meeting Day 3: Governors Elect Nevada's
Brian Sandoval Chairman, Oregon's John Kitzhaber Vice Chair for
Coming Year; see link.

06/11: Western Governors Approve 6 Resolutions Ranging from
Regional Wildfire Resources to State Clean Air Act Authority; see
link.

06/17: Interior Makes $436 Million Payment to Local Govern-
ments in PILT Funding for Vital Services; see link.

06/19: Western Governors Support Bipartisan Land-Exchange
Reform Bill Introduced in the House; see link.

06/20: Nevada Gov. Sandoval Supports USDA Investment in Bi-
State Action Plan for Sage-Grouse; see link.

06/30: WGA 2014 Annual Report Highlights Policy Work in
Wildlife, Energy, Water, Drought and Wildfires; see link.

Upcoming WSWC Meetings & Events

e  July 14-18, 2014: WSWC Summer Council Meeting, Helena, Mon-
tana (Holiday Inn Downtown).

e  August 25-27, 2014: Remote Sensing Applications Workshop, Pasa-
dena, California (Sheraton Pasadena Hotel).

e October 7-10, 2014: WSWC Fall Council Meeting, Scottsdale, Ari-
zona (Talking Stick Resort).

WestFAST News is published monthly. To get an Agency Announcement
published or to get added to the WestFAST News distribution list contact:

Eric Stevens, WestFAST Federal Liaison

Email: ericstevens@wswec.utah.gov

Phone: 801-685-2555
Check out the WestFAST Web Site: http://www.westernstateswater.org/westfast



mailto:ericstevens@wswc.utah.gov
http://www.westernstateswater.org/westfast
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/d0cf6618525a9efb85257359003fb69d/5bb6d20668b9a18485257ceb00490c98!OpenDocument
http://energy.gov/articles/statement-energy-secretary-ernest-moniz-proposed-new-epa-rules-existing-power-plants
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/secretary-jewell-statement-on-epa-clean-power-plan-rule.cfm
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/news/requesting-information-strengthen-partnerships
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/news/product-highlight-historical-observing-metadata-repository
http://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/newsrelease/detail.cfm?RecordID=47145
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/news/us-drought-monitor-update-june-3-2014
http://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/newsrelease/detail.cfm?RecordID=47165
http://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/newsrelease/detail.cfm?RecordID=47186
http://www.fs.fed.us/news/releases/usda-releases-state-state-impacts-limited-wildfire-suppression-recent-years
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/watersmart-funding.cfm
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/news/us-drought-monitor-update-june-10-2014
http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=3916#.U6Gk4_ldXTo
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/on-the-heels-of-historic-presidential-visit-to-indian-country-secretary-jewell-announces-interior-initiatives-to-support-tribal-led-economic-development.cfm
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/secretary-jewell-announces-pilt-payments.cfm
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/news/us-drought-monitor-update-june-17-2014
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=STELPRDB1256126
http://www.fs.fed.us/news/releases/us-forest-service-seeks-public-comment-proposed-rule-addressing-ski-area-water-rights
http://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/Media/NewsStories/tabid/11418/Article/485615/usace-iwr-iciwarm-director-participates-in-ecohydrology-steering-committee-work.aspx
http://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/Media/NewsStories/tabid/11418/Article/485614/new-climate-preparedness-and-resilience-community-of-practice-established.aspx
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/usda-announces-landmark-commitment-to-improve-sage-grouse-habitat.cfm
http://www.westernstateswater.org/summer-175th-council-meeting/
http://www.westernstateswater.org/remote-sensing-applications-workshop/
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/d0cf6618525a9efb85257359003fb69d/af2b89e0eb022a0785257d0100623e32!OpenDocument
http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=3919#.U6r33vldXTo
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/2014/June/nr_06_26_2014.html
http://www.fws.gov/news/ShowNews.cfm?ID=DE4CE79B-9265-5B5A-8C2874CAD5A100B3
http://www.fs.fed.us/news/releases/us-forest-service-announces-support-community-forests
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/2014/June/nr_06_30_2014.html
http://westgov.org/news/298-news-2014/712-wga-western-governors-30th-anniversary-video-policy-bipartisan-jim-ogsbury
http://westgov.org/news/298-news-2014/720-western-governors-noaa-sign-agreement-to-deliver-drought-extreme-weather-data-tostates
http://westgov.org/news/298-news-2014/721-wga-annual-meeting-day-1-president-obama-drought-readiness-secretary-jewell-keynote-mou-signed-with-noaa
http://westgov.org/news/298-news-2014/726-wga-annual-meeting-day-2-epa-chief-carbon-emission-rules-energy-water-policy
http://westgov.org/news/298-news-2014/730-wga-annual-meeting-day-3-governors-elect-nevada-brian-sandoval-chairman-oregon-john-kitzhaber-vice-chair-coming-year
http://westgov.org/news/298-news-2014/729-western-governors-approve-resolutions-regional-wildfire-resources-state-clean-air-act-authority
http://westgov.org/news/298-news-2014/733-interior-makes-436-million-payment-to-local-governments-in-pilt-funding-for-vital-services
http://westgov.org/news/298-news-2014/734-western-governors-support-bipartisan-land-exchange-reform-bill-introduced-in-the-house
http://westgov.org/news/298-news-2014/737-nevada-gov-sandoval-supports-usda-investment-in-bi-state-action-plan-for-sage-grouse
http://westgov.org/news/298-news-2014/739-wga-2014-annual-report-highlights-policy-work-in-wildlife-energy-water-drought-and-wildfires

