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Project Background 
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• Built By Dakota Access, 
LLC (Owned By Energy 
Transfer Partners, LP)

• 1,172-Mile Underground 
Pipeline

• Begins Near Stanley, ND & 
Ends In Patoka, IL

• Will Transport Light, Sweet 
Crude Oil From The Bakken 
To Market



Approving Agencies 
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• The Dakota Access Pipeline Was Approved By:

• South Dakota Public Utilities Commission

• North Dakota Public Service Commission 

• Iowa Utilities Board

• Illinois Commerce Commission 

• U.S. Army Corps Of Engineers 



Issues Pertaining to Water 
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• River Crossing Required A Sovereign Lands Permit 
(North Dakota Office Of The State Engineer)

• Primary Concerns Were Allowing Vertical & Horizontal Movement Of 
Water Without Compromising The Pipe; &

• Utilization Of The Most Modern, State-Of-The-Art Safety Features & 
Equipment
• All Concerns Were Met By The Applicant



Issues Pertaining to Water 
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• Scour Analysis Required By SWC
• Current Minimum Federal Standards Require Only 4 Feet “Depth Of 

Cover”
• Source: 49CFR Part 195, Subpart D: Cover Over Buried Pipeline

• OSE Contracted HDR To Review DAPL’s Scour Analysis, Which Found:
• 20 Feet Of Potential Scour At Lake Oahe Crossing Location

• Therefore, OSE Required “Total Scour Plus 4 Feet” 
(20’+4’=24’ Minimum Depth)
• DAPL’s Actual Depth Is A Minimum Of 95 Feet



Issues Pertaining to Water 
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• Groundwater Considerations
• The Material Below Lake Oahe Is In Connection With The Hydraulics Of 

The River

• If DAPL Were Not Deep Enough, The Nature Of The Deposits Would 
Allow A Potential Pipeline Breach To Contaminate Both The Aquifer & 
The River
• Drilling 95 Feet Below The Lake Bed Alleviated These Concerns



Crossing Lake Oahe
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DAPL Is A Minimum Of 95 Feet Below The Lake Bed



Lake Oahe Continued 
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• Crosses Lake Oahe
In Morton & 
Emmons County, 
ND On Privately 
Owned Land

• North Of The 
Standing Rock 
Sioux Reservation 
(Sioux County, ND)Fort Yates



Standing Rock Tribe’s Water Intake 
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• Currently, The Tribe’s Water Intake Is 
Located In Fort Yates, ND, On Tribal Land

• By The End Of 2017, The Intake Is 
Scheduled To Be Moved Approximately 50 
Miles South, Near Mobridge, SD



Protest Activity Begins
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August 2016:
Protesters Began Gathering In Morton County In Opposition Of 
DAPL
Law Enforcement Soon Responded To Reports Of Hampered Construction 
Activity


800045160098157





Protest Activity Intensifies
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Protesters Began Securing Themselves To 
Equipment With Devices Called “Sleeping 

Dragons”



Protest Activity Intensifies
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Law Enforcement & DAPL Equipment Were Targets Of The 
Protests



Social Media 
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The State Was Ill-Prepared To Counteract The 
Protestors’ Use Of Powerful Images On Social Media 

Platforms



Social Media 
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The “NoDAPL” Cause Raised Millions Of 
Dollars Via Donations Using Social Media



Social Media 
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Anti-Law Enforcement Images Shaped What 
Became An International Narrative



Social Media Efforts
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State & Local Government Begin To Counteract Protest Social Media 
Efforts

• Know The Truth Campaign Begins
• ND Response Website Developed

• Press Releases Made Easily Accessible By State And Local 
Entities

• ”By The Numbers” And Daily Activity Statistics Published On A 
Regular Basis

• ”Myth Vs Fact” Publications Released To The Public To Clarify 
News Headlines



Location of Protest Camps 
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• The Majority Of The Most Active Protest Camps Were Located 
On US Army Corps Of Engineers (USACE) Land

• State & Local Leadership Continually Asked USACE To Act; The 
Requests Were Met With Little To No Response, Despite USACE’s 
Approval Of The Overall Project



Location of Protest Camps 
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Potential Flooding 
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Potential Flooding 
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Winter Storms 
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Severe Storms In November & December Delivered Record High 
Levels Of Precipitation
• These Storms Brought About Dangerous Travel Conditions & Deadly Wind-

Chills;

• The New Snow Pack Magnified Pre-Existing Concerns Of Potential Spring 
Flooding



Camp Clean-Up 
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February 23rd, 2017:
• Representatives From 

USACE Met With 
Protesters To Discuss 
Priorities Of Cleaning Up 
The Camps To Their Pre-
Protest Condition

• Law Enforcement Officers 
Proceeded To Move 
Through The Camp & At 
2:09 PM, The Camp Was 
Declared Clear & Secure



Camp Clean-Up Statistics 
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• $1.1 Million Clean-Up Cost

• 835 Roll-Off Dumpsters Full Of Trash

• 44 Total Vehicles Abandoned

• 12 Dogs Rescued & Brought To Shelters



DAPL By the Numbers 
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Questions?
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