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On May 10, the Senate Appropriations Committee’s Subcommittee on Interior and Environment,
Chaired by Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), held a hearing on Interior’s FY2019 budget request of $10.5
billion, roughly a $2.5 billion reduction (19%).  Murkowski observed, “There are some reductions in the budget
that I cannot support…,” including proposed reductions to the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA).  “Mr. Secretary,
in your testimony you highlight the importance of addressing the deferred maintenance problem across the
Department.  The budget request proposes to establish a new public lands infrastructure fund to address the
multi-billion dollar maintenance backlog at our nation’s parks, refuges, and Bureau of Indian Education
schools.  Similar proposals have been introduced by members of the Senate, including Senator Alexander
who is on this subcommittee, and I look forward to working with you and my colleagues on this issue in my
role as both Chairman of this subcommittee and the Energy and Natural Resources Committee. We made
significant investments in deferred maintenance across the Department in the FY 2018 omnibus
appropriations bill.  The National Park Service Construction account received a $150 million increase…,” and
the Bureau of Indian Affairs funding included $31 million to replace badly outdated dams and irrigation
systems. Murkowski inquired regarding Interior plans for other FY2018 spending, recognizing the omnibus
bill passed just over a month ago.

Murkowski added, “With a budget agreement in place from the outset of the appropriations process,
I’m optimistic that we can move bills quickly and in regular order.  We cannot expect the Department of the
Interior, or any of the other agencies funded by this bill, to function efficiently when we don’t pass final
appropriations bills until roughly half the fiscal year has passed.  Sadly, this was the case in both FY2017 and
FY2018.  We need to do better this year.”

Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke testified, accompanied by Olivia Barton Ferriter, Deputy Assistant
Secretary, Budget, Finance, Performance, and Acquisition, as well as Denise Flanagan, Director of Interior’s
Office of Budget.  Zinke emphasized “…targeted investments to advance American energy dominance,
enhance public access to public lands, and strengthen the economy through infrastructure investment,
regulatory relief, and fiscal responsibility….  A major component of the 2019 budget is the Public Lands
Infrastructure legislative proposal, which will provide up to $18 billion to address Interior’s deferred
maintenance backlog in the national parks, national wildlife refuges, and Bureau of Indian Education-funded
schools.  The investment in the Interior’s infrastructure will be funded by federal revenues derived from rents,
rights of ways for energy purposes, and royalties collected by the Department of the Interior.  The proposal
complements the President’s national infrastructure investment initiative and recognizes the strategic
importance of long-term investment in America’s treasures.”

His testimony highlights, “Interior’s deferred maintenance backlog has grown to over $16 billion in
2017 of which over $11 billion belongs to [the National Park Service] NPS.  In addition to funding proposed
in the Administration’s Public Lands Infrastructure Fund, the 2019 budget for NPS includes $281.5 million in
current funding for construction and deferred maintenance projects. Construction and maintenance funding
across the Department totals over $1.4 billion in 2019, excluding Reclamation.”

Zinke noted, “America’s lands hold tremendous job-creating assets.  Interior supports $254 billion in
estimated economic benefit, while direct grants and payments to States, Tribes, and local communities
provide an estimated $10 billion in economic benefit.  In 2017, the Department collected $9.6 billion from
energy, mineral, grazing, and forestry activities on behalf of the American people.”

He testified, “Ensuring the availability of water is central to the Department’s resource stewardship
mission and is vitally important to communities across the West.  The 2019 budget includes $1.0 billion for
Reclamation’s water resource programs to ensure millions of customers continue to receive the water and
power essential for daily life, healthy local economies, and land management…[with] $447.0 million for
construction, planning, and management of water and energy projects and programs. Funding for these
activities supports water supply, drought preparedness and response, land management including recreation



areas, and promotes water reliability by addressing the impacts of Reclamation projects on fish and wildlife. 
The budget also provides a total of $444.0 million for water and power facility operations, maintenance, and
rehabilitation activities.  Reclamation emphasizes safe, efficient, economic, and reliable operation of facilities,
ensuring systems and safety measures are in place to protect the facilities, Reclamation’s employees, and
the public.”

The 2019 budget includes $10 million to continue the WaterSMART water conservation grants and
funds, and $3 million for Title XVI water recycling reuse research grants to support local innovation efforts to
stretch water supplies.  “Interior’s request includes $118.7 million for the Bureau of Reclamation’s construction
of water delivery systems for Tribes and local communities.  In addition, Reclamation continues to explore
future water storage opportunities.”  Further, “The budget also includes $7.6 million for Reclamation to
proactively stop the spread of invasive mussels in the West, including preventing the spread of zebra and
quagga mussels into the Columbia River Basin.”

Regarding Tribes, the Secretary testified, “The Department of the Interior upholds the Federal
government’s unique trust responsibilities by fostering government-to-government relationships between the
Federal government and federally recognized Tribes, American Indians, and Alaska Natives….  The 2019
budget addresses Federal responsibilities and tribal needs related to education, social services, infrastructure,
and stewardship of land, water, and other natural resources….  The 2019 budget includes $173.0 million
across the Department to honor Indian land and water settlement commitments.  This includes $127.3 million
in Reclamation and $45.6 million in BIA.  The budget continues to meet Federal responsibilities outlined in
enacted land and water rights claim settlements with Indian Tribes to ensure they have access to land and
water to meet domestic, economic, and cultural needs.”

For the U.S. Geological Survey, the 2019 budget request is $859.7 million.  “The budget includes
$72.9 million for satellite operations, which includes $31.9 million to continue development of the Landsat 9
ground system component for launch in 2021.  The budget for Natural Hazards is $117.3 million to support
essential hazards monitoring, and provide scientific information needed by resource managers and policy
makers.  The budget maintains support for nationwide networks of more than 8,200 streamgages and nearly
3,000 earthquake sensors.  The 2019 budget includes $96.1 million for Ecosystems programs, focusing on
nationally significant priorities, including detecting and responding to invasive species and wildlife disease,
research supporting the conservation and recovery of species at-risk or protected by law, and science
supporting biological resource management.  The budget provides for continued collection of high-resolution
elevation and hydrography data for the Nation, including modernizing maps for Alaska and complete national
lidar coverage by 2033.”

Zinke raised a number of legislative proposals:  (1) The 2019 budget launches the Administration’s
Public Lands Infrastructure Fund (PLIF) to address repairs and improvements in national parks, national
wildlife refuges, and BIE-funded schools.  The PLIF would dedicate 50 percent of the Department’s incoming,
unallocated energy leasing revenues that exceed the 2018 budget baseline estimates, for the NPS, FWS and
BIE infrastructure needs.  These revenues will be deposited into the Fund and will be capped at a total of
$18.0 billion.  (2) The Administration has a proposal to better facilitate title transfer of Reclamation facilities
to non-Federal entities when such transfers are beneficial.  This proposal will allow local water managers to
make their own decisions to improve water management at the local level, while allowing Reclamation to focus
management efforts on projects with a greater Federal nexus.  (3) The budget proposes legislation to cancel
$230.0 million in unobligated balances from the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act program over
three years.  This would redirect a portion of program balances to the Treasury for broader taxpayer use.  The
SNPLMA program is not proposed for elimination and viable conservation efforts will continue to be supported.
(4)  The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) receipts authorization expires at the end of fiscal year
2018 and the Administration will review options for reauthorization.


