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ADMINISTRATION UPDATE/WATER QUALITY
Environmental Protection Agency

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Administrator Scott Pruitt resigned on July 5, stating
“unrelenting attacks on me personally, [and] my family,
are unprecedented and have taken a sizable toll on all of
us.”  He wrote President Trump, “Mr. President, it has
been an honor to serve you in the Cabinet as
Administrator of the EPA.  Truly, your confidence in me
has blessed me personally and enabled me to advance
your agenda beyond what anyone anticipated.... Your
courage, steadfastness and resolute commitment to get
results for the American people, both with regard to
improved environmental outcomes as well as historical
regulatory reform, is in fact occurring at an
unprecedented pace and I thank you for the opportunity
to serve you and the American people....”

“I have accepted the resignation of Scott Pruitt as
the [EPA] Administrator....,” Trump tweeted.  “Within the
Agency Scott has done an outstanding job, and I will
always be thankful to him for this.”  Trump later said the
decision was Pruitt’s alone.  “I think Scott felt that he was
a distraction,” dogged by accusations of impropriety.

Trump announced that Andy Wheeler, Deputy
Administrator, would step up as Acting Administrator.  “I
have no doubt that Andy will continue on with our great
and lasting EPA agenda.  We have made tremendous
progress and the future of the EPA is very bright.”

Senator John Barrasso, Chair, Environment and
Public Works Committee, declared, “Under President
Trump, the EPA has returned to its original mission of
protecting America’s air, water, and land.  During Pruitt’s
tenure, the agency has rolled back punishing regulations
that were hurting American workers and stifling our
economy.  It has become increasingly challenging for the
EPA to carry out its mission with the Administrator under
investigation. President Trump made the right decision
to accept his resignation.  I look forward to the
confirmation of the next head of the EPA. In the
meantime, I know Deputy Administrator Andrew Wheeler
is well prepared to continue the progress already made
under President Trump.”

Nebraska/WIFIA

On June 20, the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) issued its second loan through the Water
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA)
program to the City of Omaha, Nebraska.  The $69.7M
loan will help the city finance and construct the Saddle
Creek Retention Treatment Basin, to collect and treat up
to 320 million gallons of wastewater and stormwater. 
The polluted runoff overflows the existing sewer system
during storm events and spills into the Little Papillion
Creek, then the Missouri River.  The loan will finance
49% of the eligible project costs, including study, design,
construction administration, inspection, material testing,
land acquisition, and construction costs.  The low, fixed
interest rates through the WIFIA program are expected
to save the city’s ratepayers up to $20M in interest, while
providing jobs and improving local water quality.

Governor Pete Ricketts (R-NE) said: “Thank you to
the Environmental Protection Agency and Administrator
Pruitt for supporting our efforts in Nebraska to build
high-quality water infrastructure. Modernizing and
upgrading our infrastructure is key to delivering a great
quality of life and helping grow the greater Omaha area
and communities across our state.”  EPA Region 7
Administrator, Jim Gulliford said: “The Saddle Creek
project is one of 60 the city has undertaken to protect
waterways from combined sewer overflows.  The WIFIA
loan should provide the City of Omaha immediate capital
to modernize their water infrastructure at the Saddle
Creek Basin.”  See https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/
epa-provides-nearly-70-million-loan-omaha-water-infra
structure-upgrades.

CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE
Interior/Senate Confirmation/Indian Affairs

On June 28, the Senate voted to confirm the
nomination of Tara Sweeney as the new Assistant
Secretary of the Interior over Indian Affairs.  Sweeney will
be responsible for developing Interior’s policy on tribal
issues, fulfilling the United States’ trust responsibility
toward  t r ibes ,  mainta in ing  federa l - t r iba l
government-to-government relationships, and
administering programs on federal recognition of tribes,
energy and economic development.



Senator John Hoeven (R-ND), Chair of the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs, said, “The Senate’s
confirmation of Ms. Sweeney is an important step to help
ensure Indian Country has a strong leader and advocate
at the Interior Department. Ms. Sweeney will be a
powerful voice for Indian nations as she supports
Secretary Zinke in upholding tribal sovereignty,
promoting Native American self-determination and
carrying out the federal government’s trust responsibility
to Indian tribes and Indians.”

CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE/ENVIRONMENT
Endangered Species Act

On July 2, Senator John Barrasso (R-WY), released
draft legislation to reauthorize the Endangered Species
Act (ESA) for the first time since 1992. The bill
emphasizes elevating the role of states, increasing
transparency, and prioritizing resources to better meet
species conservation goals.  “When it comes to the
Endangered Species Act, the status quo is not good
enough,” said Barrasso. “We must do more than just
keep listed species on life support - we need to see them
recovered. This draft legislation will increase state and
local input and improve transparency in the listing
process. It will promote the recovery of species and allow
local economies to flourish. I have worked closely with
the bipartisan Western Governors’ Association to draft a
bill that works for endangered species and people
alike….  I want to thank Governor Mead for his
leadership on this important topic. Wyoming continues to
be a leader of species protection and conservation. I will
work with anyone who is committed to help the
Endangered Species Act reach its conservation
potential.”

In a February 14 letter to Barrasso, signed by then
WGA Chair, South Dakota Governor Dennis Daugaard
and Vice-Chair (now Chair) Hawaii Governor David Ige,
Western Governors offered comments regarding any
proposed ESA legislation.  The letter concluded: 
“Western Governors acknowledge that any
congressional effort to amend the ESA will be
complicated and spark diverse opinions. WGA supports
your work to modernize the ESA and appreciates your
efforts to conduct this process in a thoughtful, bipartisan
manner. Each Governor reserves judgment on whether
to continue supporting this bill as it moves through the
legislative process.”

The draft legislation is generally consistent with the
WGA recommendations for modernizing the ESA and
includes provisions inspired by WGA’s 2015 Species
Conservation and Endangered Species Act Initiative, led
by Governor Mead.  The WGA letter noted, “The
Western Governors’ Association appreciates the
Chairman’s willingness to productively engage with
Governors, and that the Chairman has approached this
polarizing topic in an inclusive, thoughtful manner. The
proposed bill reflects this fact and offers meaningful,

bipartisan solutions to challenging species conservation
issues.”

The discussion draft legislation will: (1) elevate the
role of state conservation agencies in species
management; (2) increase transparency in carrying out
conservation under the Act; (3) prioritize available
resources for species recovery; (4) provide regulatory
certainty for landowners and other stakeholders to
facilitate participation in conservation and recovery
activities; (5) require that listing of any species include
recovery goals, habitat objectives, and other criteria
established by the Secretary of Interior, in consultation
with impacted states, for the delisting or downlisting of
the species; (6) require that such criteria must be based
on the best scientific and commercial data available; (7)
enable states to lead recovery efforts for listed species,
including through a species’ recovery team; (8) allow
such a recovery team to modify a recovery goal, habitat
objective, or other established criteria, by unanimous
vote with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior; (9)
increase federal consultation with local communities; (10)
improve the transparency of information regarding the
status of a listed species; (11) create a prioritization
system so that resources can be utilized in the most
effective manner for addressing listing petitions, status
reviews, and proposed and final determinations, based
on the urgency of a species’ circumstances, conservation
efforts, and available data and information; and (12)
include studies on how to improve conservation efforts
and to understand in greater depth the extent of
resources being expended across the federal
government associated with implementation of the act.

For a copy of the discussion draft and/or a
sec t ion-by-sec t ion  b i l l  ana lys i s  go  to : 
https://www.epw.senate.gov/.

PEOPLE

Don Ostler, Executive Director of the Upper
Colorado River Commission (UCRC) retired July 1.  Don
previously worked as an engineer for the Bureau of
Reclamation and the U.S. Forest Service in Colorado,
Utah and Idaho.  He served for 18 years in an appointed
position as the Director of the Utah Division of Water
Quality and Executive Secretary to the Utah Water
Quality Board.  We wish Don the best.

Amy Haas, Deputy Director and General Counsel of
the UCRC, will replace Don as the Executive Director. 
Before joining the UCRC last year, Amy was General
Counsel for the New Mexico Interstate Stream
Commission.  Felicity Hannay, UCRC Chair and U.S.
Commissioner, said: “We are very lucky to have
someone with her qualifications and experience stepping
in behind Don.  He leaves big shoes to fill, but the
Commission believes Amy can jump right in and continue
the important work of the Commission….”
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