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Federal and Indian Lands in Montana Claiming Reserved Water Rights

_‘_——“——‘”—_-‘1
Turtle Moq!ﬁam y _‘ f. g_.., [!\ i3 i ’.{'
Indlanmlc:g'nen& - | { { = \
st THER 2 : sz =r R I |
Coie (Y T e

_ 3 l Fort Peck " o3|

\ = 1

¢ |

=, |

Fa 4

iy

Al

-

|

P 14 4
i i

.

|

—

"'“"r’"'l__t
J
I

|

ittle Bighom
: B:Ieﬁeld N chh ey

Chdyenne

{ Crow i : Byt

% ¥ - ! e
Bighorrf { |
Canyonj;

i
e I

| Yellowstone
L || National Park

Sheep Experiment
Station

[ Bureau of Land Management

National Park Service

B National Wildlife Refuge

[ Indian Reservation
US Department of Agriculture




Montana Reserved Water
Right Compact Commission

* The Compact Commission was established by
the Montana Legislature in 1979 as part of the
state-wide general stream adjudication process.
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Basin Location and Adjudication Status
2/10/2014
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Compact Approval Process - USDA Forest Service

Negotiating Teams — after Public Input
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Full Compact Commission

Montana Legislature

United States Department of Agriculture

United States Department of Justice

Montana Water Court



USDA FOREST SERVICE —
MONTANA COMPACT

* Recognizes federal reserved water rights

Greates 78 state water. rights in Co DACH

* Confirms standing to object in ad}udu.aﬁnn- -—
* New state law for permanent change of
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Rights Created




USDA Forest Service Instream Flow Water Rights
Created in the Compact




Process for Acquiring State Water
Rights — State Water Reservations

e Modifications to the Montana Water
Reservation Statute. (MCA 85-2-316.)

e Article VI of the Compact:

— Authorizes Forest Service to proceed under
state law in all basins notwithstanding basin

closure.

— Authorizes Forest Service to apply for any
authorized federal purpose.

— Sets time frames.
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USDA Forest Service Water Reservations
Post Compact




Standing

* Forest Service has right to object in ongoing
statewide adjudication to any water right claim for
water use or storage on or water conveyed across
National Forest System Lands.

 Compact recognizes that the Forest Service has an
ownership interest in water and its use for water
sources within National Forest System Lands
based on Administrative Uses and Emergency Fire
Suppression. Meets criteria for “good cause” to

object to water rights in general adjudication.
(MCA 85-2-233.)



Sequencing

* Permit applicant for a new water right or a
change in use must have special use permit (if
one is required) in order to have correct and
complete application.

* All appropriations must have special use
permit (if one is required) in order to get
certificate of water right.

 New permits are subject to terms and
conditions of special use permit, if required.
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