
14th Biennial Symposium on the 

Settlement of Indian Reserved 

Water Rights Claims 

August 25-27 in Reno, Nevada 

Co-sponsored by the Western States Water Council and 

the Native American Rights Fund 



“It’s amazing what you can do in 102 

years when you put your mind to 

it.” ~Jason King, NV State Engineer 



Bishop Letter and Response 

Changes the dynamics of settlement authorizations 

After default “no” since 2011 (earmarks), 

provides a path to authorization 

Compliance with Criteria & Procedures (55 Fed. 

Reg. 9223-25), might not be considered earmarks 

Introduced in Senate first instead of House 

Effectively gives OMB veto power 

Enlist Congressional/Administrative support 

closer to the front end of the settlement process 

May be wiggle room to adjust to practicalities 



Completing Water Rights Settlements 

& Congressional Authorizations 
 Collaboration 

◦ Settlements: Bring everyone to the table 

◦ Authorizations: Develop coalitions with non-
traditional groups/industries with overlapping 
interests (i.e., drought) 

 Technical Support 

◦ Settlements: Identifying scope of settlement 
(technical data takes time and money) 

◦ Authorizations: Need data to support every $ 

 Ongoing Education and Public Relations 

 



Human Interest 



Field Trip 



Past Settlements 



Permanent Funding Mechanism 

 Settlements pending:  

◦ S. 1125 Blackfeet Tribe (Montana) 

◦ S. 133 Klamath, Karuk, Yurok Tribes (Oregon) 

◦ S. 1983 Pechanga Band of Luiseno Mission Indians 
and San Luis Rey (California) 

◦ Navajo (Utah) 

◦ 566 federally-recognized tribes, 29 
completed/authorized settlements since 1978 

 WSWC/NARF Letters to 
Administration/Congress requesting 
permanent funding, FY2017 


