
Snow Survey and Water 
Supply Forecasting Reports: 

 Estimating Economic Benefits 

 

Julie Suhr Pierce, PhD 
US DOI Bureau of Land Management 

(Formerly USDA NRCS) 













Approach 

• “Truncated dendritic analysis” 

• Determine total available budget 

• Estimate which branches of research are the 
most likely to be productive 

• Allocate initial budget across branches and 
test for data availability, then reallocate 

• Complete as much analysis as possible on 
each productive branch, given time and 
budget constraints, then estimate and report 
what else would be expected to be found 
given additional time and budget availability 

 



Procedure 

• Identify data user groups 

• Identify representative users from those 
groups (for whom/for which data were 
available 

• Conduct interviews to gather data 

• Compile data/analyze data 

• Complete write-up 

• Editing/publication 

 


