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Western States Water Council

• Advisory body to 18 western 
Governors on water issues 

• Provides states collective voice

• Fosters state/state and 
federal/state collaboration 

• Works with the Western 
Governors’ Association (WGA)

• Western Federal Agency 
Support Team (WestFAST)



The future growth 
and prosperity of 
the western states 
depend upon the 
availability of 
adequate quantities 
of water of suitable 
quality.



There is a need for an accurate and 
unbiased appraisal of present and 
future water supplies and demands 
for each area of the West and for the
orderly and optimum development of 
water resources in the western states.

Western Governors’ Conference 1965



2006 WSWC-WGA Water Report

To encourage sustainable growth policies and 
plans, states should identify the water demands 
and impacts associated with future growth.

Additionally, states should develop integrated 

growth and water resource scenarios so that the 
consequences of various growth scenarios can 
be evaluated for both the near and long term.



Many effective programs are underway to 
measure aspects of our water resources. 
However, simply stated, quantitative knowledge 
of U.S. water supply is currently inadequate.

A Strategy for Federal Science and Technology to Support

Water Availability and Quality in the United States

September 2007



A robust process for measuring the quantity and 
quality of the Nation’s water resources requires a 
systems approach. 

Surface water, groundwater, rainfall, and snow-pack 
all represent quantities of water to be assessed and 
managed – from the perspectives of quantity, 
quality, timing, and location.



WSWC Positions #418 & #428

A high priority for the allocation and appropriation of sufficient 
funds for vital water data programs, which benefit so many, yet 
have been or are being allowed to erode to the point that it 
threatens the quantity and quality of basic data provided to a 
myriad, growing and diffuse number of decisionmakers and 
stakeholders, with significantly adverse consequences.   (WSWC 
Position #428, October 26, 2018; and #418, March 14, 2018)



Policy Resolution 2018-8

• Collect, maintain & enhance use of basic data

• Support critical federal programs that provide important basic 
water supply information – snow, precipitation, streamflow, 
groundwater, evapotranspiration, etc.

• Recognize the essential role of federal partnerships and need 
for coordination on water data.

• Recognize potential water impacts of extreme weather events

• Communicate & share best management practices



Western Governors believe states should identify and 
promote innovative ways to allow water transfers from 
agricultural to other uses (including urban, energy and 
environmental) while avoiding or mitigating damages to 
agricultural economies and communities. 

Resolution #11-7



Presidential Memorandum on Promoting the Reliable 
Supply and Delivery of Water in the West (Oct 19, 2018) 

• Address Underfunded Infrastructure Needs including MR&R

• Improving Forecasts of Water Availability (Supply & Demand)

• Improving Use of Technology to Increase Water Reliability

• Streamlining Western Water Infrastructure Regulatory 
Processes and Removing Unnecessary Burdens

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-memorandum-promoting-reliable-supply-delivery-water-west/
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