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March 2015 Mycrocystis Bloom – Lake Mead 
Recreational and Drinking Water Body 
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• Involved Entities 
• National Park Service 
• Water Purveyors 

 
• First Drinking Water 

Impact in NV History 
 

• NPS Issued Swimming 
Advisory 
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Nov 2015 Mystery Fish Kill 
Culprit - Golden Algae 
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• Atypical Time of Year 
• Initially not expecting algae 
• Suffocation Effect 

  

Greg Lovato 
Administrator 

 
Jennifer Carr 

Deputy 
Administrator 

 
Jeffrey Kinder 

Deputy 
Administrator 

 
Rick Perdomo 

Deputy 
Administrator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bradley Crowell 
Director 



  

Aug 2018 - Chimney Reservoir 
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• Microcystins/Nodularins 
• 10,825 ug/L (vs. 8 ug/L) 

• “Danger” Keep Out Message 
• Continued Observations 
• October 4: Re-Sample @ 

1.17 ug/L  
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Aug 2018 – Lemmon Valley 
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• Swan Lake  
• Terminal lake/playa surrounded by development  
• Euglena sanguinea 
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Aug 2018 – Warning Developed 
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Multi-Agency Effort (We can’t do it alone) 
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• Agencies with varying authorities and interests 
• NDEP – Surface Water Quality & Drinking Water 
• Dept of Agriculture – Livestock, State Vet 
• Health and Human Services – Response & Notification 
• State Parks – Recreation 
• Dept of Wildlife 
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Aug 2019 - Squaw Creek Reservoir 
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• Microcystins/ 
     Nodularins 

• 8/7/19 @ 
15,800 ug/L 

  

• 8/19/19 @ 
1.59 ug/L 

  

• Visual ass’mt 
not a good 
indicator 

9/5/2019 @ 915 ug/L 

10/7/2019 (awaiting results) 

8/7/2019 



Aug 2019 - Squaw Creek Reservoir 
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Technology Innovation 
(“Necessity is the Mother of Invention” – Plato?) 
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NDEP App Development 
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Questions? 

Contact: 
Jennifer Carr, PE, CPM 
Deputy Administrator 

775-687-9302  /  jcarr@ndep.nv.gov 
ndep.nv.gov 
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3 Algae Types 
Knott Creek, 2019 

Round spiky is 
Gloeotrichia 

 
Grassy is 

Aphanizomenon 
 

String is  
Anabaena 

 


