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Missouri River flows @ Bismarck, ND  - 2019 (high flow year) 

Unregulated (“Natural Flow”) Regulated Flow 

Surplus Water & “Natural Flows” (1 of 3) 1 

Out of bank flooding @  

72,900 cfs 

States’ definition of Surplus Water 

Water retained in a reservoir (or river) that 

would not be present but for the construction 

of the dam. 
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Missouri River flows @ Bismarck, ND  - 2004 (low flow year) 

Unregulated (“Natural Flow”) Regulated Flow 

Surplus Water & “Natural Flows” (2 of 3) 1 

Out of bank flooding @  

72,900 cfs 

States’ definition of 

Surplus Water 



F
lo

w
 (

k
c
fs

) 

Missouri River flows @ Bismarck, ND  - 2015 (average flow year) 

Unregulated (“Natural Flow”) Regulated Flow 

Surplus Water & “Natural Flows” (3 of 3) 1 

Out of bank flooding @  

72,900 cfs 
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