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Salinity in the Western United States 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020, at 1:00PM MST 
 

According to the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), oceans hold over 96.5 

percent of all Earth’s water. The USGS also tells us that almost all the water 

that people can access is saline.  Saline water is not just in the oceans. There is 

an extensive amount of very salty water in the ground in the western United 

States. In its raw state, saline water cannot be used for many of the purposes we 

need water for, such as drinking, irrigation, and many industrial uses.   

 

If almost all water is considered saline, then what is the definition of saline 

water? What are the sources of salinity, and what are its impacts? Where is 

salinity a problem?  What are the big questions or needs related to salinity 

control? Are efforts to address salinity coordinated across the West, and if not, 

should they be? What are the challenges? This WestFAST hosted webinar 

brings together salinity experts who will share their knowledge and experiences 

addressing salinity in the western United States. 

Presenters 

Patrick Lambert, U.S. Geological Survey, Salt Lake City, UT 

Kib Jacobson, Program Manager, Bureau of Reclamation, Salt Lake City, UT 

Robert Boyd, Bureau of Land Management, Denver, CO 

Erika Mancha, Texas Water Development Board, Austin, TX 

Mike Abate, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Tulsa, OK 

Carlton Bern, U.S. Geological Survey, Denver, CO 

Zhuping Sheng, Sheng Consulting, El Paso, TX 

Don Barnett, Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Forum, Bountiful, UT 

Dr. Daniel Deeds, Bureau of Reclamation, Sacramento, CA 

 

Webinar Link 
________________________________________________________________  

Join Microsoft Teams Meeting  

Learn more about Teams | Meeting options  

________________________________________________________________  
Other Logistical Information:  Your computer will need to have audio in 

order to hear/participate in this webinar.  A telephone   dial-in option is not 

available. 

Can’t make the webinar?  We’ll record it and post it to the WestFAST web 

page found at http://www.westernstateswater.org/westfast/westfast-webinars/ 

For additional information, contact Deborah Lawler, at dlawler@usbr.gov 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzY1MDVlNzUtNWI0Yy00MDg4LWI5YzAtODY2MWJjYTVmMjIw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%220693b5ba-4b18-4d7b-9341-f32f400a5494%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22ae48c188-e720-4967-bc3e-e086c3e8391d%22%7d
https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting
https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=ae48c188-e720-4967-bc3e-e086c3e8391d&tenantId=0693b5ba-4b18-4d7b-9341-f32f400a5494&threadId=19_meeting_NzY1MDVlNzUtNWI0Yy00MDg4LWI5YzAtODY2MWJjYTVmMjIw@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-US
http://www.westernstateswater.org/westfast/westfast-webinars/
mailto:dlawler@usbr.gov

